
Level 1 Umpire Course 
 

The Level 1 Umpire Course is the most popular step into Umpiring for people in 
Wales. Delivered by the Welsh Hockey Umpires Association, the course aims to 
provide all candidates with the knowledge, skills and confidence to begin umpiring 
competitive matches at a Level 1 Unassessed Level. 
 

Typically, the course will take around 6 hours to complete, which is divided up into 
3 online sessions covering a range of topics. We deliver the course virtually using 
the highly engaging Nearpod platform which really brings the content to life and 
makes the candidate responsible for in the moment decisions and rule applications- 
just how you would be out on the field. 

 
By registering for a Level 1 Umpire Course with Hockey Wales, you will receive 
everything you need to get out on the pitch and start umpiring. We provide you with 
a set of Umpire Cards, a FOX 40 Whistle, an Official FIH Rulebook, Registration with 
Whostheumpire and a Complimentary Umpire T-Shirt so you can also look the part. 

We will also enrol you as a Hockey Wales Umpire member for the remainder of the 
current season, so you are suitably covered to officiate games to the standard at 
which you are qualified. 
 
Following the detailed delivery of the course, and completion of the online theory 

course which you can explore further on the Hockey Wales Online Training Hub you 
will be assigned your very own WHUA Mentor. Your WHUA Mentor will work with 
you on a 1-1 basis to assist you in your progression towards your Level 1 
Assessment.   
 

Course bookings are all done through the Events page of the Hockey Wales website 
with a Level 1 Course costing £60 per person. We organise our courses in blocks, so 
if you don’t see a date that is suitable for you, please complete this Expression of 
Interest form at the bottom of the page on our website. 
 

The minimum age for attending a course is 16. No prior qualification is necessary 
before embarking on the course, but we do encourage people to have a basic 
understanding of the rules. The course is open to members and non-members alike. 
 
When we deliver a Virtual course, this will take place in 3 sections over 3 separate 

days resulting in a total of between 5.5 and 6 hours learning time. The practical 
element of the course, which mainly focusses on positioning and blowing of the 
whistle, will be delivered part virtually and followed up by your WHUA mentor. 
 
When we deliver an in-person course, this will take place on one day and will often 

comprise of 6 hours teaching and some on pitch practical. A typical in-person Level 
1 Umpire course will run from 9am-4pm inclusive.  
 
For more information, please visit the Welsh Hockey Umpires Association website or 
contact us directly at development@hockeywales.org.uk  

https://www.whostheumpire.com/index.php
https://hockeyhub.hockeywales.org.uk/officiating
http://www.whua.org.uk/
mailto:development@hockeywales.org.uk

